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intentions of the buyer; and will withdraw the troops, with
which they have supplied us, whenever a higher bidder
shall be found.

This, perhaps, is true; but whether it be true, or false,
is not worth inquiry. We did not expect to buy their
friendship, but their troops; nor did we examine upon
what principle we were supplied with assistance; it was
sufficient that we wanted forces, and that they were willing
to furnish them. Policy never pretended to make men
wise and good; the utmost of her power is to make the
best use of men, such as they are, to lay hold on lucky
hours, to watch the present wants, and present interests of
others, and make them subservient to her own convenience.

It is further urged, with great vehemence, that these
troops of Russia and Hesse are not hired in defence of
Britain; that we are engaged, in a naval war, for territories
on a distant continent; and that these troops, though mer-
cenaries, can never be auxiliaries; that they increase the
burden of the war, without hastening its conclusion, or
promoting its success; since they can neither be sent into
America, the only part of the world where England can,
on the present occasion, have any employment for land-
forces, nor be put into our ships, by which, and by which
only, we are now to oppose and subdue our enemies.

Nature has stationed us in an island, inaccessible but by
sea; and we are now at war with an enemy, whose naval
power is -inferiour to our own, and from whom, therefore,
we are in no danger of invasion: to what purpose, then,
are troops hired in such uncommon numbers ? To what
end do we procure strength, which we cannot exert, and
exhaust the nation with subsidies, at a time when nothing
is disputed, which the princes, who receive our subsidies,
can defend ? If we had purchased ships, and hired sea-
men, we had apparently increased our power, and made
ourselves formidable to our enemies, and, if any increase
of security be possible, had secured ourselves still better
from invasions: but what can the regiments of Russia, or
of Hesse, contribute to .the defence of the coasts of Eng-